[Data on the sexual health of providers and clients of sexual services for men who have sex with men in Germany].
Little is known about the sexual health of male providers and clients of transactional sex. The data of participants of the European MSM Internet Survey (EMIS-DE; N = 50,086) who live in Germany were analysed. The outcomes were testing for and diagnoses of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs), partner numbers, illicit drug use, and sexual happiness in two populations: (1) men who offered and (2) men who paid for transactional sex in the past 12 months.In the age group of under 30 years (n = 19,138), providers of sexual services (escorts) were compared with non-providers; in the age group of 30 years and above (n = 30,948), we compared men who paid for sexual services with those who did not. We applied univariable and multinomial, multivariable logistic regression analyses in both age groups.Of those under the age of 30, 8% (n = 1529) had been paid for sex in the last 12 months, of which 49% were only paid once or twice. Escorts had lower educational achievements, lived more commonly in large cities, were more often born abroad, self-defined less frequently as gay, and were more frequently single. They reported higher numbers of sex partners, more drug use, and more sexual happiness. Escorts were more frequently tested for HIV and STIs, and among the tested, more diagnoses of HIV and STIs were reported, but those with HIV were less likely to be treated.Among those over 30 years, 11% (n = 3334) had paid for sex, the majority (58%) only once or twice. Payers were older, lived more commonly in large cities, and were more likely to be single, bisexual, or living with a woman. Clients used more illicit drugs, sexual enhancement drugs, and sedatives, but reported less sexual happiness. They were less likely to be tested for HIV and STIs.